
Crowds will experience the synergy of mus ic and art asnever before at severa l waterf ront fest iva ls that promise torock the greate r Hunt ington area, and the name of the gameis “live art fus ion.”Accord ing to the series’producer, Rich Rivkin, whoplays conga drums as part ofthe band, Fus ion Co llect ive,he and his son, Eric, werebra instorming about couplingenterta inment with live jazzto “make the whole morethan the sumof its parts .”The result? Live art fus ion(LAF) whereby a rt ists pa int tolive g roove)based jazz fus ionmus ic . It a ll began at 841 EastLounge in Hunt ington Stat ion,w ith 70 art ists turning out formore than 30 events s inceLAF’s incept ion last November.“The mus ic d irect ly inspiresthe brushst rokes,” Rivkin sa idof the v ibe which v ita lizes art)ists’ work and takes it to newhe ights . “Pa inters dance a longwith the music while theypa int . It amazes me what theart ists can c reate in an hour’st ime . Most c reate two piecesduring the course of theevening . It’s an opportunity topa int a longs ide other art istswith mus ic in an energ iz ingvenue . It’s a source of newinspirat ion.”Susan S ilkowitz, a g iftedphotographerwhose images accompany this story, hap)pened on LAF at 841 East Lounge, and was immediate lyimpressed.

“It’s ve ry ret ro . Everyone is do ing the ir own thing, andit has that c reat ive, la id)back atmosphere,” sa id S ilkowitzwho was reminded of the Village in Manhattan.Michae l Krasowitz, a Hunt ington Stat ion)based art)ist who pa ints in ac ry lics atLAF events, uses the mus ic tod irect his c reat ive process .“I t ry to create an ab)st ract v isua l language whichis equiva lent to the soundsthey create . The pa int ing cantake many d irect ions basedonwhere the mus ic goes, andI t ry to inte rpret the soundsthrough co lor and form,” Krasow)itz expla ined .Emily Eisen, a Northport art)ist who recent ly had a one)wom)an show at Campari Ristorantein East Northport, has pa intedimages of art ists as we ll as mus i)c ians .LAF is ongo ing at 841 EastLounge eachWednesday nightf rom7:30 to 11:30 pm. In add i)t ion, Rivkin is taking the area bystormwith large)sca le waterf rontfest iva ls w ith mus ic by a lte rnat)ing bands .The f irst fest iva l took placeat the Vanderbilt Museum inCenterport on June 24, and wasattended by over a thousandpeople .“Fifty art ists took part andthere were s ix bands,” Mr. Rivkinsa id of 7)hour ext ravaganza .LAFwill be touching down at the Vanderbilt aga in on Au)gust 12 from 2 to 6 pmwith a Live Art Drum and Dance Fest,and then aga in on September 9 from noon to 7 pmwith a“Grateful Fest .” The latte r is a t ribute to the Grateful Deadand four bands will be play ing, Rivkin ind icated . Admiss ion is$7 for these events .The Northport Arts Coa lit ionwill be sponsoring a f reeLive Art Fus ion Fest iva l in Northport V illage Park on Sunday,August 26 f rom 1 to 6 pm. A free Live Art Fus ion Fest iva lw ill a lso take place at Hunt ington’s Heckscher Park on Sep)tember 23 f rom noon to 4 pm.Rivkin expects LAF to be ra ised to the nth degree as morethan 100 art ists draw inspirat ion f romeach other, the mus ic,the aud ience and picturesque waterv iews offered up byeach of these very d iffe rent venues .“The combinat ion of live pa int ing and live mus ic hasemerged as new genre of enterta inment,” Rivkin sa id of hismiss ion to foste r this “new cultura l t rad it ionwhich has beentaking root within our community s ince 2011.”A ll a re we lcome to attend, and guests should bring a blan)ket or a cha ir. Rivkin inv ites art ist part ic ipat ion and pa int ingswill be ava ilable for sa le . To learn more v is it liveartfus ion.com, or contact Rivkin at (631) 261)2941 or rich@jazzfus ion.tv.
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___________________________________________Elise Pearlman, an arts and leiPsurej ournalist, has been reviewPingphotography and art exhibits,theater and restaurants f or nineyears. Her work has appeared inNewsday, Dan’s Papers and LongIs land Pulse Magazine as well aslocal newspapers. She createsthepopular ‘There’s No PlaceLike Northport’ calendar with herhusband. She can be reached atLotusElise1@aol.com.

SURF & TURF TUESDAYS

6 OZ. FILET MIGNON &
 6 OZ. LOBSTER TAIL - $24

HALF PRICE WINE WEDNESDAYS

HALF PRICE WINES BY THE GLASS
 AND SELECTED BOTTLES

THURSDAY LADIES NIGHT

HALF PRICE SMALL PLATES FROM 8-10 PM
$6 SIGNATURE COCKTAILS FROM 8-12 PM

(At the Bar Area Only)

THURSDAY & FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR

$5 DRINKS & COMPLIMENTARY 
PASSED HORS’ D’OEUVRES FROM 5-7 PM


